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Pen and ink as an artistic medium is distinct because it is indelible. There 
is no erasure. There is no going back. It is a journey that propels the artist 
forward as it adds experience, allowing each mark to accumulate across 
the surface of the page. When the drawing arrives, something of the 
journey arrives with it. We can feel the work and the passage of time and 
within it; something of the world has changed. 

Like many artists who work with pen and ink, Lorie Thibault describes her 
process as both pleasurable and trance-like. She speaks about the studio 
as an escape from the commonplace pressures typical of daily life and a 
way to embrace memory and possibility. Pen-strokes pass by like roadside 
markers as drawings emerge and finally arrive like the destinations she 
depicts: architecture, village scenes, and landscapes, sometimes solid 
and real; at other times emerging from a state of roadside drift; a glimpse 
into a reality that pulls the viewer into ambiguity. Do we know this place? 
Do we remember? Do we imagine?

Her/His Majesty – Royal Naval Dockyard, Bermuda, 2020; 17.5” x 17.75”; pen and ink



Aligned with the Magic Realist movement in which we travel through the 
temporal process and arrive eventually upon the shores of the uncanny, 
there is a suggestion here that no one can define reality as it shifts and 
drifts. It defies those who would attempt to encode it. It’s lovely to find 
that through the daily confrontations of the systems of language in which 
we travel, we can witness it all begin to fray around the edges. Thibaults’ 
drawings open us up to a vision that acknowledges the dream world 
existing beneath the otherwise hard reflective nature of reality’s surfaces. 
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